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conviction in the faith of our own and the rising
generation.

I have not sought to say anything new. I have
only endeavoured to define the general position
which we, as I imagine, have agreed to accept. We
hold in common that the old dogmas are no longer
tenable, though we are very far from being agreed as
to what should replace them. We have each, I
dare say, our own theory; we agree that our
theories, whatever they may be, are in need of strict
examination, of verification, it may be, but it may be
also of modification or rejection. We hope that
such societies as this may in the first place serve as
centres for encouraging and popularising the full and
free discussion of the great questions. We wish that
people who have reached a certain stage of cultiva-
tion should be made aware of the course which is
being taken by those who may rightly claim to be in
the van. We often wish to know, as well as 'we can,
what is the direction of the deeper currents of
thought; what genuine results, for example, have
been obtained by historical criticism, especially as
applied to the religious history of the world; we
want to know what are the real points now at issue
in the world of science; the true bearing of the
theories of evolution, and so forth, which are known
by name far beyond the circle in which their logical